
StEPS USER MANUAL 3/04                                                 Chapter 5 - Tools5-1-1

5.1 CREATE FAT RECORD DATA SET

Introduction

The Create Fat Record Data Set option allows you to create a data set (‘fat record’) of cases (IDs)
in a survey.  You must specify which items, control variables, stat periods, and data versions to
include in the resulting data set.  The data set (file) created can be used in the Query module, SAS
ASSIST, or SAS INSIGHT.  It can also be downloaded to your PC for analysis or use outside of
StEPS.   

Fat record data sets must be created prior to using the Query module or other analysis tools
because StEPS stores the data in many different files.  For example, control variables are stored in
two different control files:  Master and Stat Period.  Although there is only one Master Control
file per survey, there is a separate Stat Period control file for each stat period in the survey. 
Likewise, there is a separate item file for each stat period in the survey.  Creating a fat record data
set combines the various control information and item data, for the stat periods specified, into one
file. In addition, this option allows you to pull in data created outside of StEPS and stored in a file
accessed via the Parameter Register file (see section 2.14). 

Although the “Create Fat Record Data Set” option is available through the Tools Menu, it is also
accessible from the Review and Correction module.  If you choose the “Create selection set using
Query Module” option from the Review and Correction Main Menu, StEPS automatically displays
the “Create Fat Record Data Set” screen.  You are prompted to create an ID data set prior to
accessing the Query module.  You can then query the data set, storing the query results as a
selection set to be used in the Review and Correction module. 

Accessing the Screen

! Click on the TOOLS button from the StEPS Main Menu.

! Select the CREATE FAT RECORD DATA SET option to display the following screen:

NOTE: You may also access this screen by selecting the “Create selection set using Query
module” option from the Review and Correction Main Menu.  Access the screen in
this manner ONLY if you plan to make a selection set from the query results of the
ID data set. 
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Figure 5.1    Create Fat Record Data Set Screen

Screen Features

5.1.1 SELECT IDs TO PROCESS

! Process All IDs in C1 data set

This is the default option when you first access the screen.  This option processes all case
IDs for the survey specified.  Click on the radio button to process all case IDs.

! Process an existing selection set

This option allows you to select a selection set that has already been created.

! Create a simple selection set, using a “where” clause
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You can create a selection set using a WHERE clause to limit the number of cases to
include in your fat record rather than including all the IDs in the survey (which could be a
very large number of cases). 

! Active Selection Set 

This field displays the active selection set currently being processed.

NOTE: How to create/specify a selection set is further defined in Chapter 4
Review and Correction, Section 4.1.2. 

5.1.2 SELECT STATISTICAL PERIODS

! You may include multiple stat periods in addition to the default stat period in the fat
record data set that you create.  

1. The base stat period will automatically be included.  

2. Choose the additional stat period(s) to include in the data set, using the mouse.  
Selected stat periods will display in red.  You can click on the stat period a second
time to deselect it.

 
5.1.3 SELECT MODULE

! You may include data created outside of StEPS and stored in a parameter file that is accessed
via an index file called the Parameter Register File.  Such data may include external data
required for edits or similar survey-specific parameters (see section 2.14).

1. You may select one module or a combination of modules.  Click on the radio button next
to the module containing the data you wish to add to the fat record data set.   The options
available are:

None (The default if no modules selected)
Edit
Simp1 (Free-form simple imputation)
Simp2 (Balance complex simple imputation)
Impute
Estimate

NOTE: If you select more than one module, the data is added to the Fat Record in the
order in which the modules are normally run for your survey (e.g., edit, then
imputation, then estimation data).   The modules do not overwrite but are
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appended as separate columns.  If a module has more than one parameter file,
these files are added based on the ORDER specified in the Parameter
Register File.  When a reference to an external data file is entered as a record
in the Parameter Register File, the user is asked to specify the order in which
the external data will be used in the module (see 2.14).  If no order is
specified, external data is added to the fat record in the order in which the
files are found in the system.  If one or more of the module’s external files
have a value for ORDER and one or more do not, the ones with an ORDER
indicated are added first, then the ones without any order are added.  (As
explained in section 2.14, an order number must be unique within a module. 
Because later additions to the fat record will overwrite an earlier variable
with the same name, care must be taken in naming variables in external data
files.)

2. Click the radio button for a module a second time to deselect it. 

3. Clear all module selections by clicking “None” at the top of the list.

5.1.4 SELECT DATA VERSION

! You may include different versions of item data in your data set.  You may select from
reported, edited, adjusted, and weighted.  

1. You may select one data version or a combination of data versions.  Click on the radio
button next to the data version(s) you wish to view in the fat record data set.  Click on a
data version a second time to deselect it.

 
2. To select all data versions to view, click on the “ALL” button.  Click on the “ALL”

button a second time to deselect all versions.

5.1.5 SELECT ITEM/ROSTER

! This option will be greyed out for all surveys that do not have roster data.  If these radio
buttons are available, they allow you to select the level of data you want in your fat record.  If 
ITEM is selected, you will include only the value for the parent roster item.  If ROSTER is
selected, you will include the detailed breakout values for the child “roster” items.

EXAMPLE: Assume a survey that has an item named   “Total Capital Expenditures.”  
This item is defined in the item data dictionary as a roster item that is broken
down into “Total Expenditure for New Structures,” “Total Expenditure for
Remodeling Existing Structures,” “Total Expenditure for New Equipment,”
“Total Expenditure for Used Equipment,” etc.  If you check ITEM, the fat
file will include only “Total Capital Expenditures.”  If you check ROSTER,
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the fat file will include the detailed items and the total.  (See section 4.16 for
additional detail.)

5.1.6 SELECT CONTROL VARIABLES

! Control variables from the Master Control file (DATALIB.CONTROL) and the Stat  Period
Control file (DATA00.C1yyyypp) are displayed in the left column.  These include variable
names for name and address type information, status information, collection information, etc. 

! Choose the control variables you want to include in the data set, using the mouse.  
Selected variables will display in red.  You can click on the variable a second time to
deselect it.

! You may select all of the control variables, by clicking on the “ALL” button at the
bottom of the screen.  

NOTE: Although the capability to include all control variables is provided,
we suggest you limit the number of control variables to be included
in the ID data set.  By limiting the size of the data set created, you
will not only decrease the amount of time it will take to create the ID
data set, but also the run time for queries performed on it.

! Search for a specific control variable by clicking on the “FIND” button at the
bottom of the screen.  You will be prompted to enter the control variable name. 
You must type in the exact variable name.  If you do not, an error message, “Not
found” will display in the upper left corner of the screen.

! If you wish to deselect ALL control variables previously selected, click on the
“CLEAR” button at the bottom of the screen. 

! The control variable “ID” will automatically be included in your data set,
regardless of whether or not you select it.  

! You are not required to include control variables when creating an ID data set.  It
is possible that you may want to create an ID data set of “items” only.  

5.1.7 SELECT ITEMS

! Items from the Item data file (DATAxx.ITyyyypp) and the Roster data file
(DATAxx.RRyyyypp), if applicable, are displayed in the right column.  These are the
item codes which represent the numeric data collected on your survey.   

! Choose the items you want to include in the data set, using the mouse.   Selected
items will display in red.  You can click on the item a second time to deselect it.
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! You may select all of the items, by clicking on the “ALL” button at the bottom of
the screen.  

NOTE: Although the capability to include all items is provided, we suggest you limit
the number of items to be included in the ID data set.  Limiting the size of
the data set you create will not only decrease the amount of time it takes to
create the fat record data set, but also the run time for queries you perform
on it. 

! Search for a specific item by clicking on the “FIND” button at the bottom of the
screen.  You will be prompted to enter the 5-character item name.  You must type
in the exact item name.  If you do not, an error message, “Not found” will display
in the upper left corner of the screen.

! If you wish to deselect ALL items previously selected, click on the “CLEAR”
button at the bottom of the screen. 

! You are not required to include items when creating an ID data set.  It is possible
you may want to create an ID data set with “control variables” only.  

5.1.8 CREATE FAT RECORD DATA SET

! Once you have indicated which items, control variables, and stat periods to include in the
ID data set, you must create it.  Click on the “Actions” pmenu, and choose the “Build ID
data set” option.   

! When the ID data set has been created, a message will display, “ID data set has been
created and stored in STPSUSER.IDSET”.  The location of the file is important.  You
will need to know where the file is stored when you go into the Query module, SAS
ASSIST, or SAS INSIGHT to perform data analysis.   

! Each time an ID data set is created, it will overwrite the file currently stored in
STPSUSER.IDSET.  If you want to save this data set (and not overwrite another), rename
the set and save it in a different directory.  Contact your survey’s StEPS programmer for
help with this.

5.1.9 SAVE/RECALL/DELETE CONTROL AND ITEM SELECTIONS

! SAVE
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If you have chosen control and item variables that you know will be used again when
creating future ID data sets, you may save them.  This will prevent you from having to
choose the same items and control variables each time you want to create the same ID
data set.

1. Save selected control variables by clicking on the “Actions” pmenu.  Choose the
“Save current control selections” option.  This will save the control variables to a file. 
You will be prompted to enter a description.  Be sure to enter something meaningful,
so that you will know what control variables are included in the file, should you
access it at a later date.

2. Save selected items by clicking on the “Actions” pmenu.  Choose the “Save current
item selections” option.  This will save the items to a file.  You will be prompted to
enter a description.  Be sure to enter something meaningful, so that you will know
what items are included in the file, should you access it at a later date.

! RECALL

To use previously stored control or item selections to create an ID data set, click on the
“Actions” pmenu:

1. Choose the “Recall saved control selections” option to display a list of file
descriptions for each file containing stored control variables.  Choose one using the
mouse.  Once selected, the control variables stored in the file will display in red in
the Control Variables column.  

2. Choose the “Recall saved item selections” option to display a list of file descriptions
for each file containing stored item variables.  Choose one using the mouse. Once
selected, the items stored in the file will display in red in the Item column.  

! DELETE

To delete stored control and/or item selections, click on the “Actions” pmenu:

1. Choose the “Delete saved control selections” option to display a list of files
containing the stored control selections.  Click on the file you want to delete. 

A confirmation message will display, “Selected item will be deleted.  Are you sure?”
Enter ‘Y’ to delete the file; enter ‘N’ if you do not want to delete the file.

2. Choose the “Delete saved item selections” option to display a list of files containing
the stored item selections.  Click on the file you want to delete.  

A confirmation message will display, “Selected item will be deleted.  Are you sure?” 
Enter ‘Y’ to delete the file; enter ‘N’ if you do not want to delete the file.
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P-Menus

P-Menu Options Function

ACTIONS Build ID dataset

Recall saved control selections
Recall saved item selections
Save current control selections
Save current item selections
Delete saved control selections
Delete saved item selections

Create fat record data set by specifying stat periods,
control variables, and items to include
Recall previously saved control selections
Recall previously saved item selections
Save current control selections to a file 
Save current item selections to a file
Delete stored control selections
Delete stored item selections

HELP Create ID Data Set Help (F1)
 
WhoamI (F7)

Display HELP information on using the Create Fat
Record Data Set screen
Display user default and systems information

EXIT StEPS Main Menu (Home)
Exit (F3)

Return to StEPS Main Menu
Exit to previous screen 


